Application form - general


BELGIAN LAW 

IMPLEMENTING THE ENVIRONMENT PROTOCOL 

TO THE ANTARCTIC TREATY
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BLOCK CAPITALS PLEASE (continue on separate sheets if more space required)

SECTION A: GENERAL INFORMATION

1
Name of expedition: .........................................…………………………………..

2
Purpose of expedition: ...........………………………………….............................


.........................................………………………………………...........................


.........................................………………………………………...........................

3 Full name of expedition leader. Attach photocopies of key pages of passport: 

Name:.........………………………………...............……………………………..

Nationality:...................……………………Passport No:…......…………………

4
Address: ............................…………………………………….............................


................................................................................................................................


International tel no: ................................……………..............


International fax no: ...............................…………..................


E-mail: ..........................................………………...................

5
Organising contact point (if different from above):


................................................................................................................................


................................................................................................................................

6
24 hour emergency contact telephone number: ........……………………….........





         Facsimile number: …………………………………

7
Where applicable, please give details of other persons to be covered by the permit. Please provide full name, nationalities and passport numbers of expedition members. Attach photocopy of key pages of passport for each expedition member:


................................................................................................................................


................................................................................................................................

................................................................................................................................

................................................................................................................................

................................................................................................................................

................................................................................................................................

8
Details of expedition members' previous Antarctic (or Arctic) experience giving dates, type of experience, including any relevant training, certificates or expertise e.g. this might include previous expeditions, mountaineering or diving qualifications, etc:


................................................................................................................................

................................................................................................................................

................................................................................................................................

................................................................................................................................

................................................................................................................................

Please specify the minimum medical requirements set for expedition members prior to departure and give confirmation that these have been met? 

......................................................………………………………………...............

......................................................………………………………………...............

......................................................………………………………………...............

9
Please provide details of insurance cover for the activity in question. This should include, where applicable, details of insurance cover held for third party, equipment, medivac, repatriation, and search & rescue: (attach copy of policy)

........................................................……………………………………….............


........................................................……………………………………….............


Amount of cover: ...................……………….................................


Policy no.: ........................……………………...............................


Name of Insurer: ................…………………..................................

Address of Insurer: .............………………....................................


................................................…………………………..................


International tel no: ......................……………………....................


International fax no: ........................…………………......................


E-mail: ...........................................……………………..................

SECTION B: PLANNED PROGRAMME AND ITINERARY

10 On which date does the expedition propose to depart from Belgium?


...................................……………………………………….............…....................

11
How does the expedition intend to travel to/from Antarctica? * (e.g. tour company, logistics company)


...................................……………………………………….............…....................


...................................……………………………………….............…....................


* 
(NOTE: If the expedition is travelling to Antarctica using its own vessel or aircraft, additional details will be required. A separate permit may also be required - see Guidance Notes in Annex 1)

12
Please specify place of final departure for Antarctica:


...............................................………………………………………….....................

13
Means of transport within Antarctica: (e.g. manhaul, skidoo, boat, etc)


.......................................………………………………………….............................


.......................................………………………………………….............................


.......................................………………………………………….............................

14 Please provide full details of the proposed location of the expedition in Antarctica giving starting point, destination and routes to be followed: (This may best be provided as a separate attachment or in plan format)

Itinerary

Dates
           Location

  Activity
  
       Persons Involved


........................................…………………………………………............................


...............................………………………………………….....................................


............................…………………………………………........................................

........................................…………………………………………............................


...............................………………………………………….....................................


............................…………………………………………........................................

........................................…………………………………………............................


...............................………………………………………….....................................

............................…………………………………………........................................

........................................…………………………………………............................


...............................………………………………………….....................................


............................…………………………………………........................................


........................................…………………………………………............................


...............................………………………………………….....................................


(All types of activity must be included e.g. diving, sledging, camping, etc.)


Give details of possible contingency plans (e.g. bad weather plans, evacuation plans in the event of calling off the activity, etc). Please also provide details of any risk assessments and diving plans that may have been prepared.


..............................…………………………………………......................................


................................…………………………………………....................................


...................................………………………………………….................................

........................................…………………………………………............................

SECTION C: LOGISTICAL AND BACK-UP SUPPORT

15
Will the expedition need prior depoting of supplies? (e.g. equipment, food, fuel)

If so, please provide details of who will do the depoting, locations, quantities and types of material:


..............................................................……………………………………….......


......................................................………………………………………...............


......................................................………………………………………...............


......................................................………………………………………...............


......................................................………………………………………...............


......................................................………………………………………...............

16
Will the expedition be serviced by aircraft drops? If so, please provide full details:


Date
           
  Location

            Type of Provisions to be provided


........................................…………………………………………............................


...............................………………………………………….....................................


............................…………………………………………........................................


........................................…………………………………………............................


...............................………………………………………….....................................


............................…………………………………………........................................


........................................…………………………………………............................


...............................………………………………………….....................................


............................…………………………………………........................................


........................................…………………………………………............................

17
What provisions have been made for radio communications e.g. equipment to be carried, communication schedules, etc. (including contingency arrangements for loss of contact)?


........................................…………………………………………............................


...............................………………………………………….....................................

18
Give details of search and rescue plans:


..................………………………………………...................................................


...........................………………………………………..........................................


.....................................………………………………………................................

........................................…………………………………………............................


...............................………………………………………….....................................

............................…………………………………………........................................

........................................…………………………………………............................


...............................………………………………………….....................................


............................…………………………………………........................................

Are these the subject of a contractual arrangement? If so, please provide details:


...........................................……………………………………….........................


.........................................………………………………………...........................


...........................................……………………………………….........................

19
What provisions have been made for adequate medical support? 


.............................................……………………………………….......................


...............................................……………………………………….....................


..............................................………………………………………......................

20
Will the expedition need logistic support at the end of the journey? If so, who will provide it? Please give details:


.......................................………………………………………….............................


.......................................………………………………………….............................


.......................................………………………………………….............................

.......................................………………………………………….............................


.......................................………………………………………….............................

21
What infrastructure support will the expedition need and, if appropriate, who will provide it? (e.g. for accommodation, use of other facilities)


............................................................……….……………………………........


........................................................…………………………………….............


.................................................................……………………………………...

22
What provisions have been made to remove infrastructure support, including depoted material from Antarctica?


..............................................................…………………………………….......


...................................................................……………………………………..

SECTION D: ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT

23
An Environmental Impact Assessment may be needed for your activity. You will be advised if this is the case. Has the expedition, in anticipation of this requirement, been subject to an Environmental Impact Assessment?  If so, at what level? If an Initial Environmental Evaluation (IEE) or a Comprehensive Environmental Evaluation (CEE) has been carried out, please attach a copy (see Guidance notes in Annex 1):


.................................................................………………………………………...


...............................................................……………………………………….....

24        Please attach a waste management plan detailing your waste management procedures (see Guidance notes below).

25
Does the expedition intend to visit wildlife sites* or enter any protected areas*? If so, please provide details:


......................................................…………………………………................


..................................................…………………………………….................

* 
(NOTE: Separate permits may be required – see Guidance notes)

26
Has the expedition obtained, or applied for, any other permits in Antarctica from either another Contracting Party to the Environmental Protocol or for activities other than those specified above? If so, please provide details:


..................................................…………………………………………...................


.................................................................…………………………………………....

27
Period for which the permit is requested:


From: ....………………........................ To: ........……………………......................


Signature: ......………………………………......................... Date: ..........……........


Official position: .........................................…………………………………..........

This application form should be returned to:


Federal Public Service Public Health, Food Chain security and Environment

DG5/International Affairs

Attn. CEP National Contact point (Antarctic Treaty)

Place Victor Horta 40/10

B-1060 Bruxelles
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ANNEX 1
GUIDANCE NOTES TO APPLICANTS FOR PERMITS 

FOR BELGIAN EXPEDITIONS TO ANTARCTICA

1
The attached application form is designed for Belgian expeditions wishing to enter and remain in Antarctica. This includes scientific activities, supported/unsupported crossings of the continent, mountain climbing expeditions, kayaking expeditions, etc.

2
"Antarctica" means the area south of 60º South latitude.

3
Any person on a Belgian expedition who enters or remains in Antarctica without either a Belgian permit or written authorisation from another Contracting Party to the Environmental Protocol, will be guilty of an offence under article 13 §1 of the Belgian law implementing the Environmental Protocol to the Antarctic Treaty (Law of 07.04.2005, Moniteur Belge of 19.05.2005). The maximum penalty for those found guilty of an offence under article 13 §2 is two years imprisonment and/or an fine up to 25.000 €. A permit may also be suspended or revoked. 

4 An expedition using a Belgium-registered aircraft or vessel as transport to or within Antarctica will require a specific permit. 

5 Additional permits will also be required for:

(a)
station personnel;

(b)
persons remaining on a Belgian station in Antarctica;

(c)
Belgian nationals entering Antarctic specially protected areas.

6
Permits will normally not be issued for a period of more than one (Antarctic summer) season, approximately October - April, and will not be transferable.

7
Allow at least six weeks for the issuing of a simple permit but up to four months for a more complicated permit. More time may be needed if the application is for a major activity or is especially unusual or complicated.

8
The FPS Public Health, Food Chain Security and Environment cannot guarantee that permits will be issued if applicants apply without leaving sufficient time for proper scrutiny of the proposed expedition/activity. We will endeavour to issue permits in the shortest possible time.

Permits must be carried in person whilst in Antarctica, so the issuing of permits must be done prior to your departure.

9       The permit application form should be completed by, or on behalf of, the expedition 

leader. Permits may be granted to organisations. Where an organisation requires a 

permit for a large number of persons, it may not be necessary to provide individual 

identification details for all expedition members. 

The passport photocopies are required for identification purposes in Antarctica should the expedition be required to produce the permit by an inspector.

10
Do not hold back any information when filling in the form. It is better to give too much detail rather than not enough. Failure to provide enough information will only result in delays in issuing the permit.

11
It is accepted that itineraries are subject to change due to variable weather conditions and unpredictable factors. Nevertheless, we need to know that detailed planning has been properly undertaken. Accordingly, you may wish to append your itinerary to the application form using a format that shows as much detail as is possible e.g. with a map showing routes, etc.

12
The permitting authority may require the applicant to provide supplementary information to that requested on the application form.

13
In some cases where the proposed activity will have a large environmental impact, an Environmental Impact Assessment may be needed. On application you will be informed if this is necessary for your expedition/activity. 

We normally require these be prepared professionally by the applicant. Additional time in the application process should be allowed if there is doubt about the need for such an assessment. Additional time should also be allowed for scrutiny of the impact assessments.

14
Any permit issued can be subject to conditions to ensure that the obligations of the annexes to the Environmental Protocol are met: Annex II (Conservation of fauna and flora), III (Waste disposal), IV (marine pollution), V (Area Protection and management) and VI (Liability arising from environmental emergencies).

15
When preparing waste management plans (which must be attached to each application) the following matters need to be considered:

Waste Disposal by Removal from Antarctica

1
The following wastes must be removed from Antarctica if generated by the permit holder:

(a)
radio-active materials;

(b)
electrical batteries;

(c)
fuel, both solid and liquid;

(d)
wastes containing harmful levels of heavy metals or acutely toxic or harmful persistent compounds;

(e)
poly-vinyl chloride (PVC), polyurethane foam, polystyrene foam, rubber and lubricating oils, treated timbers and other products which contain additives that could produce harmful emissions if incinerated;

(f)
all other plastic wastes, except low density polyethylene containers (such as bags for storing wastes), provided that such containers are incinerated in accordance with recommended methods detailed below;

(g)
fuel drums;

(h)
other solid, non-combustible wastes.

2
Liquid wastes which are not covered above and sewage and domestic liquid wastes, must, to the maximum extent practicable, be removed from Antarctica.

3
The following wastes must also be removed from Antarctica unless incinerated, autoclaved or otherwise treated to be made sterile:

(a)
residues of carcasses of imported animals;

(b)
laboratory culture of micro-organisms and plant pathogens;

(c)
introduced avian products.

Waste Disposal by Incineration

Combustible wastes, other than those referred to above which are not removed from Antarctica must be burnt in incinerators which to the maximum extent practicable reduce harmful emissions. The solid residue of such incinerations must be removed from Antarctica.

Other Waste Disposal on Land

1
Wastes not removed or disposed of in accordance with the above must not be disposed of onto ice-free areas or into fresh-water systems.

2
Sewage, domestic liquid wastes and other liquid wastes not removed in accordance with the above, must to the maximum extent practicable, not be disposed of onto sea ice, ice shelves or the grounded ice-sheet, provided that such wastes which are generated by stations located inland on ice-shelves or on the grounded ice-sheet may be disposed of in deep ice pits where such disposal is the only practicable option. Such pits must not be located on known ice-flow lines which terminate at ice-free areas or in areas of high ablation.

3
Wastes generated at field camps must, to the maximum extent practicable, be removed to supporting stations or ships for disposal in accordance with this guidance note.

Disposal of Waste in the Sea

1
Sewage and domestic liquid wastes may be discharged directly into the sea, taking into account the assimilative capacity of the receiving marine environment and provided that:

(a)
such discharge is located, whenever practicable, where conditions exist for initial dilution and rapid dispersal; and

(b)
large quantities of such wastes (generated in a station where the average weekly occupancy over the austral summer is approximately 30 individuals or more) must be treated at least by maceration;

2
The product of sewage treatment by the rotary Biological Contracter process or similar processes may be disposed of into the sea provided that such disposal does not adversely affect the local environment, and provided that any such disposal at sea is in accordance with Annex IV to the Protocol.

Storage of Waste

All wastes to be removed from Antarctica, or otherwise disposed of, must be stored in such a way as to prevent their dispersal into the environment.

Prohibited Products

No polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs), non-sterile soil, polystyrene beads, chips or similar forms of packaging, or pesticides (other than those required for scientific, medical or hygiene purposes) must be introduced onto land or ice shelves or into water in Antarctica.

Waste Management Planning

1
The applicant must have in place a waste disposal classification system as a basis for recording wastes and to facilitate studies aimed at evaluating the environmental impacts of scientific activity and associated logistic support. Wastes produced must be classified as:

(a)
sewage and domestic liquid wastes (Group 1);

(b)
other liquid wastes and chemicals, including fuel and lubricants (Group 2);

(c)
solids to be combusted (Group 3);

(d)
other solid wastes (Group 4); and

(e)
radio-active material (Group 5).

2
Waste management plans (including waste reduction, storage and disposal) must be continually reviewed and updated specifying:

(a)
programmes for cleaning up existing waste disposal sites and abandoned work sites;

(b)
current and planned waste management arrangements, including final disposal;

(c)
current and planned arrangements for analysing the environmental effects of waste and waste management;

(d) other efforts to minimise any environmental effects of waste and waste management.

(e) management practices.

The applicant must:

(a)
designate a waste management official to develop and monitor waste management plans; in the field, this responsibility must be delegated to an appropriate person at each site;

(b)
ensure that persons to be covered by the permit receive training designed to limit the impact of their operations on the Antarctic environment and to inform them of these requirements;

(c)
discourage the use of poly-vinyl chloride (PVC) products and ensure that persons covered by the permit are advised of any PVC products they may introduce into Antarctica so that these products may be removed subsequently in accordance with these guidelines.

16
Further information and advice can be obtained from: 


Federal Public Service Public Health, Food Chain security and Environment

DG5/International Affairs

Attn. CEP National Contact point (Antarctic Treaty)

Place Victor Horta 40/10

B-1060 Bruxelles

Tel. +32 2 524 96 17


alexandre.delichtervelde@health.fgov.be

ANNEX  2 
                     BELGIAN LAW OF 7 APRIL 2005 

(implementation of the Environment Protocol to the Antarctic Treaty)

APPLICATION FOR A PERMIT 


FOR A BELGIAN EXPEDITION TO ANTARCTICA 








ENV Ministry use only: 





REC’D		ACK �  DEC �  REP  �
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