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EurOCEAN 2010 high-level pre-event at the European parliament  
(Brussels, 11 October 2010)

To optimise the visibility and awareness of the importance of European marine science 
and technology research at the EU policy level, the Belgian EU Presidency organised a 
high-level EurOCEAN 2010 pre-event at the European Parliament. This one-hour policy 
briefing, hosted by Belgian MEP, Kathleen Van Brempt, ensured that the key messages 
to be delivered by the EurOCEAN 2010 Conference and Ostend Declaration, were 
heard at the highest political level in Europe. Among the 100 attendees were Members 
of the European Parliament, Members of the European Commission, representatives 
of relevant European organisations such as the European Environment Agency (EEA), 
leading marine scientists and policy experts.

The Programme of the high-level pre-event included an introduction from Lars Horn 
(Chair of the Marine Board-ESF) and short keynote presentations on the following four 
selected topics: 

	 • 	 Understanding the Oceans – A Grand Challenge, an Imperative  (Prof. Edward  

	 Hill, National Oceanography Centre, United Kingdom)

	 • 	 Blue Biotechnology for Europe – Challenges and Opportunities for Industry 	

	 and Society (Dr. Adrianna Ianora, Stazione Zoologica Anton Dohrn, Italy)

	 • 	 Research & new Technologies for Maritime Activities (Prof. Arne Hubregtse, 	

	 Maritime Research Institute, The Netherlands)

	 •	 Monitoring the Oceans – Essential Knowledge for a Sustainable Maritime  

	 Economy (Dr. Pierre Bahurel, Mercator Ocean, France)
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EurOCEAN 2010 Poster exhibition

A series of ten bespoke EurOCEAN 2010 posters was developed prior to the Conference 
to illustrate critical marine science and technology research priorities and challenges 
for the next decade. The ten high-level themes or challenges for the posters also 
formed the basis of the EurOCEAN 2010 Conference programme and  were selected 
by an expert Marine Board-ESF foresight working group. The poster-exhibition was 
displayed at the EurOCEAN 2010 high-level pre-event in the European Parliament 
(Brussels, 11 October 2010) and at the main event (Ostend, 12-13 October 2011). 

EurOCEAN 2010 Research Showcase

To present the diversity of European marine and maritime science stakeholders and 
to highlight the wide range of marine and maritime research and networking activities 
taking place in Europe, the Marine Board-ESF initiated and organized a research 
showcase (exhibition) at the EurOCEAN 2010 Conference venue (12-13/10/2010). 
 

More than 40 exhibitors took part in the research showcase, including 10 national 
organisations involved in marine scientific research, 10 pan-European networks, 19 
EU Framework Programme projects, and four inter-governmental organisations. The 
Showcase was an integral part of the Conference, providing a platform for interaction 
among the Conference participants.
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EurOCEAN 2010 film (© European Union, 2010)

The EurOCEAN 2010 Conference was covered by two dedicated film crews. The first 
crew from an external media company (Media Consulta, Germany) was commissioned 
by the European Commission to produce a short conference film to publicize its main 
outputs and the Ostend Declaration. A second local film crew (VLIZ, Belgium) was 
mandated by the Local Organising Committee to ensure that perennial footage of the 
event would also be taken as well as to support the external crew, where necessary. 

The EurOCEAN 2010 film script was developed based on the key challenges facing 
marine science in the next decade. Over the two 
days of the Conference, the two crews filmed 
the Conference presentations and discussions, 
and conducted interviews with speakers and 
attendees. Circa 25 persons were interviewed, 
including most of the Conference speakers as 
well as the Máire Geoghegan-Quinn, European 
Commissioner for Research, Innovation and 
Science, and Maria Damanaki, European 
Commissioner for Maritime Affairs and Fisheries. 
These interviews were based on a set of questions 
prepared by the Marine Board Secretariat 
addressing (i) why scientists, decisions makers and the public at large should care 
about our seas and oceans in Europe and globally; (ii) the main challenges for marine 
research in the next decade and possible ways to address these challenges; and (iii) 
the expected impact of the the Ostend Declaration.

The resulting product is a 10 minute film (© European Union, 2010) which provides 
a dynamic and attractive insight on the reasons why “The Seas and Oceans are one of 
the Grand Challenges for the 21st Century”.

The EurOCEAN 2010 film can be downloaded from:
www.eurocean2010.eu/downloads
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The organising committee extends a special thank you to:  

The EurOCEAN 2010 Conference Rapporteurs:
•	 Florence Coroner, French Research Institute for Exploration of the Sea  

(Ifremer), France
•	 Jan-Stefan Fritz, German Marine Research Consortium (KDM), Germany
•	 Stephen Hall, National Oceanography Centre, UK
•	 Nina Hedlund, Research Council of Norway, Norway
•	 Jacky Wood, National Oceanography Centre, UK

The EurOCEAN 2010 Ostend Declaration Drafting Group Members:
•	 Kostas Nittis, Hellenic Centre for Marine Research (HCMR), Greece – Drafting 

Group Chair
•	 Guiseppe Cavarretta, National Research Council (CNR), Italy
•	 Antoine Dosdat, French Research Institute for Exploitation of the Sea (Ifremer), 

France
•	 Niall McDonough, Marine Board-ESF
•	 Jan Mees, Flanders Marine Institute (VLIZ), Belgium
•	 Geoffrey O’Sullivan, Marine Institute, Ireland
•	 Waddah Saab, European Commission Directorate General for Research  

and Innovation
•	 Michael Thorndyke, Swedish Institute for the Marine Environment, Sweden
•	 Jacky Wood, National Marine Coordination Office, United Kingdom
•	 Jan-Bart Calewaert, Marine Board-ESF – Drafting Group Facilitator







-	 Conference presentation slides on pages 18, 20, 28, 42
-	 Page 10 - Left: Ostend harbour (©VLIZ) – Right: EurOCEAN 2010 Meeting Venue 

Thermae Palace, Ostend, Belgium (© VLIZ)
-	 Page 11 - Left: Presentation of the Galway Declaration at EurOCEAN 2004  

(© Marine Institute Galway) – Right: EurOCEAN 2007 (© Marine Board-ESF/Maud 
Evrard)

-	 Page 12 – Top: Sirens Reef Natural Park of Cabo de Gata Nijar in Almería, Spain 
(© istockphoto) – Middle: First coastal marine research station established in 
Oostende, Belgium (photographer unknown)

-	 Page 14 – Middle: EurOCEAN 2010 speaker interview (© European Commission)
-	 Page 16 – Top: Research Vessel James Clark Ross (© NERC)
-	 Page 22 – Top: ERS2 Envisat Tandem in flight (© ESA)
-	 Page 23 – Top left: Jellyfish Aequorea victoria - picture taken at the Monterey 

Bay Aquarium, USA (© Markus Nolf - www.thinkoholic.com) – Top right: Green 
Fluorescent Protein (Courtesy Roger Tsien, UCSD) – Middle: EurOCEAN 2010 
speaker interview (© European Commission)

-	 Page 24 – Top: Ice horizon (Courtesy Alfred Wegener Institute for Polar and 
Marine Research - AWI) – Bottom: EurOCEAN 2010 speaker interview  
(© European Commission)

-	 Page 25 – Bottom - EurOCEAN 2010 speaker interview (© European Commission)
-	 Page 26 – Top: Envisat satellite picture from a phytoplankton bloom (©ESA) – 

Middle: Giant worms Riftia pachyptila at a depth of 2630 metres  
(© Ifremer - Campagne Phare 2002)

-	 Page 27 – Bottom: Future prospects for improved and automated monitoring 
using eco-genomic sensors (Courtesy U.S. Department of Energy Genomic Science 
program - http://genomicscience.energy.gov) 

-	 Page 28 – Middle: Designing deep-sea observatories (© Center for Environmental 
Visualization - evi.washington.edu)

-	 Page 29 – Top: SONAR mapping illustration (© Center for Environmental 
Visualization in collaboration with John Delaney, School of Oceanography, 
University of Washington)

-	 Page 30 – Top: Marine renewable energy installation (© EMEC)
-	 Page 31 – Middle: Overview of different uses  of the Belgian Part of the North Sea 

(© GAUFRE project)
-	 Page 32 – Top: Mounting of an offshore wind installation (©Alpha Ventus) – 

Middle: Oyster Hydro-electric wave energy converter (©Aquamarine Power)
-	 Page 33: Top: Cargo ship (©istockphoto/Dan Barnes)
-	 Page 34 – Top left: Fishing trawler (©istock/Clicks) – Top right: Aquaculture farm 

in Greece (© istockphoto/Ekaterina Krasnikova)
-	 Page 35 – Top: Scientist working a marine aquaculture laboratory (©UGent/VLIZ) 

– Bottom: Scallop larvae (approximate size about 1/10 mm) grown in Argenton, 
France. Global scallop production amounted up to 1,265,000 tonnes in 2005 with 
aquaculture producing more than fisheries as early as 1992. (© Olivier Dugornay, 
Ifremer)

-	 Page 36 – Bottom: Marine researchers processing samples (© Marine Institute, 
Ireland)

-	 Page 38 – Top: Young scientists collecting samples (© VLIZ)
-	 Page 41 – Top: Ocean Observing Systems (GOOS illustration modified for 

Plymouth Marine Laboratory by glynn@gorick.co.uk)
-	 Page 49 – All picture are by Ruth Wytinck (© VLIZ)
-	 Page 50 – Top: Ruth Wytinck (© VLIZ) – Bottom left: © Marine Board-ESF
-	 Page 51 – Top: Film crew (© VLIZ)
-	 Page 52 – Top: Interview with Máire Geoghegan-Quinn, European Commissioner 

for Research, Innovation and Science (© European Commission)
-	 Pages 54 and 55 – Left: Marine renewable energy device: SEA-GEN tidal turbine 

in Strangford Lough, Northern Ireland (© Marine Current Turbines Ltd) – Right: 
©VLIZ/Decleir - Rigth bottom: Common dolphin (© Mick Mackey) 
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