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PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Belgium has a rich health information landscape, with valuable information from administrative sources (e.g., health 

care use, mortality and causes of death, social security) as well as population health surveys and surveillance systems. 

These different sources are managed by a variety of academic and governmental actors, including Sciensano. To date, 

however, an integrated national health information system is lacking, hampering the valorisation of these data sources. 

 
 
 
Linking or integrating existing digital collections of various sources requires: 

− An identification of the data collections within Belgian health information system; 

− Mobilisation of the data holders; 

− Exploration the opportunities for a sustainable and longitudinal connection between these data sources; 

− and Definition of possible technical, legal and ethical bottlenecks in order to move away from the current status 

quo. 

 
 
 
The overall aim of AHEAD is to offer an active push towards the development of a national health data platform, through 

the following specific activities: 

 

1. Characterisation and documentation of the Belgian health information system; 

2. Development of a business case built around prospective linkages between Sciensano’s Health Interview Survey 

(BHIS) data and administrative data sources, and aiming to identify technical, legal and ethical bottlenecks; and 

3. Elaboration of roadmaps to develop a national health data platform as an accessible, long term monitoring and 

research infrastructure. 
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CONTACT  INFORMATION 
 
 
 
Coordinator 
 
Brecht Devleesschauwer 
Sciensano  
Service Lifestyle and Chronic Diseases, Department of 
Epidemiology and Public Health 
brecht.devleesschauwer@sciensano.be 
https://www.twitter.com/brechtdv 
 
 
 
 
Partner 
 
Wannes Van Hoof 
Sciensano  
Cancer Centre, Department of Epidemiology and Public 
Health 
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