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In order to take measures for the protection of the marine environment, knowledge on
the spatial distribution of the different uses of the North Sea and on the natural values
of the Belgian maritime waters is required. For an integrated coastal zone and marine
management it is important to get a clear view on the overlap and possible conflicts
between the different user groups and the natural values of the environment. The aim of
this atlas is to give an overview of the most important user functions of the Belgian part
of the North Sea. As this atlas is meant as an instrument for environmental protection,
only those functions thought to affect the marine environment substantially are described.

In this atlas the following maps are presented: the division of the maritime zones in the
North Sea according to the law of the sea; the Belgian maritime zones in the North Sea;
sand and gravel extraction; dredging; industrial waste sites, dumping site for war muni-
tion, military exercises; the main shipping routes and vessel traffic separation schemes
along the Belgian coast; operational ship-borne pollution (1991-1995) in the Belgian
part of the North Sea; cables and pipelines in the maritime area within Belgian juris-

diction; important bird areas and tools for the protection of the marine environment.

In most cases the map is limited to the area of the Belgian continental shelf. However,
for some maps a larger area was considered necessary. This is the case for the first map,
which situates the Belgian continental shelf in the whole of the North Sea and for map 7,
indicating the main shipping routes in the southern part of the North Sea. Map 9 shows
the pipelines and cables that cut the Belgian continental shelf.

This atlas is mainly the result of a research project «The Belgian policy concerning the
protection of the North Sea», conducted in the framework of the Impulsprogramme for
Marine Sciences and financed by the Belgian federal government (Federal Office for
Scientific, Technical and Cultural Affairs)'. The results for the most important bird areas
are derived from research projects carried out at the (Flemish) Institute of Nature

Conservation.

The maps are based on data from official charts and communications. Original data on
seabird distribution, collected by the Institute of Nature Conservation, are presented in
map 10. The information has been imported in the ArcView GIS-software package,
with positions referring to European Datum (1950). Maps were produced in a standard

Mercator projection.

! Maes, F. en Cliquet, A., Het Belgisch beleid inzake de bescherming van de Noordzee, Project in het kader
van het Impulsprogramma Zeewetenschappen, Federale Diensten voor Wetenschappelijke, Technische en Cul-
turele Aangelegenheden (DWTC), Gent, 1996, 1255 p. + inhoudstafel, bibliografie en kaartbijlage; this pro-
ject resulted in the following book: Maes, F. en Cliquet, A., Het internationaal en nationaal recht inzake de
bescherming van de Noordzee, Antwerpen, Kluwer Rechtswetenschappen, 1997, 733p.
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Division of the maritime zones in the North
Sea according to the law of the sea

There are six maritime zones in the North Sea within
the jurisdiction of the coastal states: internal waters,
territorial seas, contiguous zones, continental shelves,
exclusive economic zones, and fishery zones. The high
seas are the zone beyond the zones of coastal jurisdic-
tion, governed by the freedom principles. This means
that the high seas of the North Sea are open to all
states for, inter alia, navigation, overflight, laying of
cables and pipelines, exploitation of natural resources,
and scientific research. Every maritime zone is mea-
sured from the baseline. The baseline can be a normal
baseline (the low-water line along the coast as marked
on large-scale charts officially recognised by coastal
states) or in exceptional cases a straight baseline
(where the coastline is deeply indented or a fringe of
islands lies in the immediate vicinity of the coast). In
every zone the jurisdiction of the coastal states
depends on the legal status of the zones in the law of
the sea conventions. The latest law of the sea conven-
tion is the Montego Bay Convention or the United
Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea, signed in
1982, in force since 16 November 1994 for 130 states
(including Belgium).

Internal waters are those waters on the landward side
of the baseline, under the full sovereignty of the coastal
states. They include bays, estuaries, coastal harbours,
and waters enclosed by straight baselines.

The territorial sea is that part of the sea which is adja-
cent to the land territory and internal waters of the
coastal states, up to a limit not exceeding 12 nautical
miles from the baseline.

The contiguous zone is a zone adjacent to the territor-
ial sea, extending no further than 24 nautical miles
from the baselines.

Beyond the territorial seas of the North Sea, each
coastal state is entitled to a continental shelf which is
the natural extension of the land territory. This right
does not depend on occupation or any express procla-
mation. The continental shelf comprises the sea-bed
and the subsoil of the submarine areas up to the outer
edge of the continental margin or to a distance of 200
nautical miles from the baseline, where the outer edge
of the continental margin does not extend that far.
Division of the continental shelf in the North Sea
between the coastal states is a result of delimitation
agreements concluded in the mid-sixties and early sev-
enties. Later agreements complement or alter former

delimitation agreements as a result of the decision of
the International Court of Justice in the North Sea
Continental Shelf Case of 20 February 1969 (Germany
vs. Denmark and the Netherlands). In the nineties,
Belgium concluded delimitation agreements with
France, the UK, and the Netherlands.

Under the 1982 Law of the Sea Convention, coastal
states are entitled to an exclusive economic zone
extending no further than 200 nautical miles from the
baselines. In contrast to the continental shelf, an exclu-
sive economic zone must be explicitly proclaimed or
installed by the coastal state and includes, besides the
sea-bed and its subsoil, the waters superjacent to the
sea-bed. It is expected that the boundaries of the exclu-
sive economic zones in the North Sea will coincide with
the boundaries of the continental shelves. If all North
Sea states proclaim an exclusive economic zone, there
will be no high seas in the North Sea. So far Belgium
(1999), France, Norway, Denmark, the Netherlands
and Germany have proclaimed an exclusive economic
zone in the North Sea. The UK has not formally pro-
claimed an exclusive economic zone but has developed
legislation to act accordingly in those cases allowed by
other international conventions (e.g., to exercise juris-
diction in matters of ship-generated pollution beyond
the territorial sea).

In the late seventies the fishery zones of the North Sea
were extended to 200 nautical miles, as requested by
the Council of the European Community. The bound-
aries of the North Sea fishery zones are set by existing
agreements as to the limits of the continental shelves.

cities/towns
Belgian maritime waters

12 nmile limit
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