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INTRODUCTORY NOTE

This final report represents the results of the Marine Biology Section, the group Sedimentary Geology and
Engineering Geology and the Renard Centre of Marine Geology of Ghent University. The latter group was partner
within the framework of the co-financing of the Coastal Waterways of the Ministry of the Flemish Community that
since March 2000 also financially supported the research theme associated with the HABITAT project. The
consultancy firm Magelas was involved as subcontractor. The Management Unit for the Mathemathical Model of
the North Sea (MUMM) offered their assistance to gain more insight into the hydrodynamics of the Habitat area.

This project configuration allowed to gather extremely valuable information on the area and has led to the
development of powerful tools for the management of the future marine protected areas. The benefice of the co-
financing of Coastal Waterways can essentially be translated into a more extensive field campaign enabling more
sampling and the enlargement of the area covered by side-scan sonar imagery. Moreover, the results could
become more representative and accurate. In this report, the results are presented as a whole as to respect the

coherency of the research.
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