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sibility and company cars availability.
The objective of the research is to produce an argued ap-
praisal of the global impact of company cars on sustainable 
mobility.

Methodology 

Given the project objectives, the network partners will or-
ganize the technical work along three main lines: specific 
data collection, modeling of the company cars impact and 
description of the correlations between their availability and 
workplace accessibility. 
The data collection part is justified by the need to collect 
some crucial information for the progress of the subject.  In 
addition to the usual socio-economic household character-
istics, the project will focus in particular on: 
• the share of company cars mileage effectively affected to 

professional activities;
• the practical conditions of the use of company cars by 

household  which might significantly alter the impact of 
company cars on the household;

• the willingness to change travel behaviour if a company 
car is available.

The modeling part, on the other hand, can also be viewed as 
consisting of two main parts: models for car ownership and 
models for induced mobility patterns.
The first class of models aims at describing the choices 
made in households regarding the purchase, leasing or rent-
ing of cars, as a function of the households characteristics.  
The second modeling exercise is to provide a mechanism to 
estimate the impact of company car availability on house-
hold mobility patterns. This will allow the investigation of 
several issues of interest, including:
• the possible alteration of the average number of trips, dis-

tance traveled and time spent in transportation for various 
trip purposes;

• the changes induced by the availability of company cars 
regarding mode choice;

• the specific effect of the company cars on the modal 
choice for short trips and possibly several others. 

CONTEXT

More company cars are sold every year in Belgium. Moreo-
ver, existing analysis indicate that the annual mileage cov-
ered by company cars is very significantly above that of pri-
vate cars. This phenomenon and its effects on the general 
mobility can thus be considered as important elements of 
any realistic mobility analysis.
Can the impacts of this trend be estimated, both on sustain-
ability issues and on the more general evolution of mobility 
behaviours?  This is the central question in the PROMOCO 
project.
The company cars problematic lies at the intersection of pri-
vate and professional mobility. If the former has already 
been the subject of a descriptive analysis in Belgium (see 
the MOBEL survey), the latter remains, to our knowledge, 
completely unstudied.  But since it also causes negative ex-
ternalities, a better knowledge of this mobility is a potentially 
crucial objective. 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

Objectives

The project will consider two major issues.
The first is whether the company cars availability induces 
specific mobility patterns, and, if this is the case, how these 
specific patterns contribute to the impacts of the general 
mobility on a sustainable society. 
The second question is the potential relationship between 
the use of company cars and the relative localizations of the 
household and work places. 
The research project’s ambition is to clarify somewhat these 
key issues, and therefore to provide the necessary back-
ground information needed for deriving realistic mobility ori-
ented, land-use or fiscal policies for a more sustainable so-
ciety. 
In particular, the project will focus on:
• the analysis of the mobility behaviours that are induced in 

households in which company cars are available;
• the description of the relations between workplace acces-
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Another objective is to provide an 
analysis of the potential relations be-
tween the availability of company 
cars and the objective difficulty for 
the involved household members to 
reach their workplace. The company 
view point will also be investigated 
regarding
• the relative merits of the scheme 

compared to alternative transpor-
tation support techniques for their 
staff;

• its relation to the estimated purely 
professional mobility;

• its impact on future localization 
choices for the company.

These points will be explored during 
interviews with companies’ fleet 
managers and human resources of-
fices. 

The tasks will be shared between 
the partners as follows
1.Review of the existing knowledge 

(GRT-VUB-IMOB)
2.Design of the data collection (GRT-

VUB-IMOB)
3.Models  (GRT-IMOB)
4.Data collection in the field (GRT-

VUB-IMOB)
5.Descriptive analysis (GRT-VUB)
6.Estimation of the car ownership 

and induced activities models 
(GRT-IMOB)

7. Descriptive analysis of the rela-
tions between work accessibility 
and company cars (GRT-VUB)

8.Dissemination and reporting 
(GRT-VUB-IMOB)

EXPECTED RESULTS

Mainly, the results provided by this 
project could be divided in three cat-
egories:
1. descriptive analysis based on the 

data collected in the planned sur-
vey;

2. results from the models including 
the analysis of the substitution ef-
fects from the car ownership mod-
el and the analysis on new trip 
generation, modal shifts and im-
pacts of the conditions of company 
car use from the induced activities 
model;

3. descriptive analysis of the rela-
tions between work accessibility 
and company cars.

A workshop will be organized to 
present the lessons drawn from this 
project to companies  and organiza-
tions and administrations in charge 
of fiscal policies, transport and mo-
bility policies as well as land use 
planning.

The project is also in phase with 
other research/development initia-
tives at European level: the ERA-
NET transport program, and its 
Group 10 (ENT10)

Professionnal mobility and car ownership

The FUNDP Transportation Re-
search Group (GRT) explicitly fo-
cuses on the behavioural analysis of 
the daily travel and mobility of indi-
viduals, using aggregate and disag-
gregate models. 
IMOB’s mission is to develop sus-
tainable solutions for issues in the 
fields of transportation and traffic 
safety. Within the area of transporta-
tion, research mainly focuses on 
transportation behaviour. Next to 
fundamental scientific research, 
IMOB also wishes to bridge the gap 

between the academic world and 
concrete policy practices. 
The main research topics of the de-
partment MOSI (VUB) are transport 
and logistics, sustainable mobility, 
multi-criteria analysis and location 
analysis. The research of the MOSI-
Transport and Logistics research 
group focuses on establishing link-
ages between operational research 
techniques and economic impact 
studies in the field of transport and 
mobility. 
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