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An Integrated Assessment Frame as Science Policy 
Interface for Decisions on (Environment-related) 
Risks
DURATION OF THE PROJECT
Phase 1: 01/01/2007 – 31/01/2009
Phase 2: 01/02/2009 – 31/01/2011

BUDGET
602.414 €

KEYWORDS
Environmental risks, health, risk perception, cost, communication, policy support

- Public perception (~ concern assessment)
- Economy (~ socio-economic assessment)

Methodology and interaction between the different 
partners

• Study of specialized literature on integrated assessment 
and content analyses of policy  documents 

• Defining essential criteria as basis for an integrated as-
sessment frame for policy decision making on (environ-
ment-related) risks 

• First assessment of the criteria and the policy decision 
frame with a set of users: Delphi-/focus groups and/or in-
depth interviews 

• Valuing the criteria in a first set of environmental risk-re-
lated case studies and consultation/feedback of experts 

• Second assessment of the policy decision frame with a 
set of users defined earlier: Delphi-/focus groups and/or 
in-depth interviews 

• Scoring the criteria with values in a first set of risky envi-
ronment- and non-environment-related case studies and 
consultation/feedback of experts 

• Third assessment of the policy decision frame with a set of 
users defined earlier: Delphi-/focus groups and/or in-
depth interviews 

• Conclusion, dissemination of the results and discussion

CONTEXT

Policy decisions for a more sustainable society are based on 
a balanced judgment of ecological, economic and social as-
pects. SCoPE can help in the process of policy choices with 
a science based methodological approach. Thus, the project 
will be able to supply instruments for a sustainable society. 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

Objectives

The general objective is to develop an integrated assess-
ment framework, supporting the Federal and regional gov-
ernments in Belgium, aiming to: 
• improve transparency and communication between sci-

ence, policy and resource management communities and 
stakeholders;

• help policy makers in setting environmental health priori-
ties and taking balanced decisions;

• integrate different scientific disciplines/knowledge in a 
methodology:
- Severity and frequency of the health impact ( ~ risk as-

sessment)
- Corroboration (~ (un)certainty or scientific assess-

ment)
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SCoPE
Coordinator

Rudi Torfs
Flemish Institute for Technological 
Research (VITO)
Integrated Environmental Studies
Boeretang 200
B-2400 Mol
Tel: +32 (0)14 33.58.66/38
Fax: +32 (0)14.32.11.85
Rudi.Torfs@vito.be
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Promoter

Catherine Zwetkoff
University of Liège
Scientific and Public Involvement in 
Risk Allocations Laboratory (SPIRAL) 
7, Boulevard du Rectorat
B-4000 Liège
Tel: +32 (0)4 366.30.12
Fax: +32 (0)4 366.29.82
czwetkoff@ulg.ac.be
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Follow-up Committee

For the complete and most up-to-date 
composition of the Follow-up Committee, 
please consult our Federal Research 
Actions Database (FEDRA) by visiting 
http://www.belspo.be/fedra or
http://www.belspo.be/ssd

CONTACT INFORMATION

EXPECTED RESULTS AND/OR 
PRODUCTS

Results:

• a validated integrated assessment 
frame as science policy interface 
for decisions on environment-re-
lated and other risks

• a set of guidelines, a methodology 
reporting on how to perform an in-
tegrated risk assessment and how 
to compare the results with other 
risks for policy makers and a 
number of reference values for fu-
ture, new risk assessments

• the demonstration of this frame-
work for a number of environment- 
and non-environment related case 
studies

• insights into scientific decision 
processes – more specifically in 
the integration and reviewing of 
literature data in different science 
domains

• insights into the values and risk 
profiles of different groups/users 
in society 

• insights into how risk experts deal 
with integration of their data in a 
broader scientific/policy frame-
work

• insights into how policy makers 
are open for these kinds of frame-

works
• insights into better risk communi-

cation between scientists and 
policy makers

• new recommendations for local 
and national policy makers on one 
or more of the risk aspects studied 
in the cases

Products:

• report of the literature study 
• an assessment frame (e.g. in the 

form of a graphic diagram) that 
can easily be used by policy mak-
ers to communicate to the public 
at large and to the press

• a summary report of the main re-
sults of the interviews with experts 
in Flanders, Brussels and Wallon-
ia, and recommendations to im-
prove the framework

• (optional) website for a larger au-
dience, e.g. for interactive ques-
tionnaire on individual values with 
respect to risks

• results will be disseminated 
through (a) workshop(s)/symposi-
um

• the validated methodology and 
the results of the case studies will 
be published, e.g. on the Internet

• (optional) newsletter

An Integrated Assessment Frame as Science Policy 
Interface for Decisions on (Environment-related) Risks

Vito (Integrated Environmental Stud-
ies) is coordinator (C) and has a 
proven track record in the field of en-
vironmental health risk assessment 
and environmental policy support. 
Vito is responsible for the develop-
ment of case studies, and the inte-
gration of scientific disciplines into a 
common methodology….

SPIRAL is partner 1 (P1).  This 
multidisciplinary laboratory has de-
veloped its expertise around risk 
studies and participatory methods.  
SPIRAL is responsible for organiz-
ing the survey of value data and as-
sessing the policy decisional frame.

CONTACT INFORMATION

PARTNERS -  ACTIVIT IES


