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Belgium - China - South-Africa Research Cooperation

CALL FOR PROPOSALS 2020: SUPPORT OF RESEARCH PROJECTS

Projects' period: 2021-2024

Research area: Interplay between biodiversity, climate change and health

(BIOCLIMHEALTH)
Research Grant 

SUBMISSION DOSSIER
	Acronym of the proposed network 

(maximum 8 letters):
	

	Full title of the research proposal
	

	Research focus

(please indicate at least two of the following possibilities):
	Biodiversity
	

	
	Climate change
	

	
	Health
	


CALL DEADLINE: 27 November at 3 p.m. in Belgium and South Africa and late November in China.
   Any proposal submitted after the deadline will not be considered.

Background, context, area of cooperation

Background

The present call is launched within the framework of three agreements:
· Agreement on the development of economic, scientific and technological cooperation between the Belgian-Luxemburg Economical Union and the People's Republic of China
 (25/11/1979);
· MoU between de government of the Republic of South-Africa and the government of the Kingdom of Belgium in the field of Science and Technology (26 /01/2017);
· Agreement on scientific and technological cooperation between the Government of the People’s Republic of China and the Government of the Republic of South Africa (30/03/1999).
In May 2020 the three administrations in charge of the implementation of these agreements (BELSPO, MOST, DSI/NRF) agreed on jointly organizing a trilateral call in 2020 to support research projects.

Aims of the Call

The present call aims to:

· Contribute to scientific advancement in the 3 countries;
· Gather expertise from the concerned countries leading to innovative solutions and/or opening new research perspectives. The aimed research should be impact-oriented and of societal relevance;
· (Provide an opportunity for young and emerging researchers).

Area of Cooperation

Applications must concern the research area 'The interplay between biodiversity, climate change and health'.

As noted in several reports and by several organisations
, in the past decades the world has lost 60 percent of all wildlife and the number of new infectious diseases has quadrupled
. With this call researchers are invited to tackle, in an interdisciplinary way and through the nexus approach 'Climate-Health-Biodiversity', the interactions between at least two of these domains and across different scales (time, space). That can be done by linking pandemics and biodiversity loss (initiated by deforestation and other causes), by exploring the way climate change altered the transmission patterns of infectious diseases, by reflecting on the social and economic impacts of those interactions, by identifying or developing systemic tools for possible solutions, etc. Some concrete examples of what the research funded under the present call can address:

· The inter-linkages among public health, crops, livestock, soil, wildlife and the environment in general.

· The relationships among biodiversity, ecosystem degradation and infectious disease emergency, and the implications for land use and ecosystem management.

· The ways in which projected changes in climate will affect biodiversity and projected biodiversity losses will affect climate.

· The inter-linkages between food production and nutrition quality and biodiversity and climate change.

Research will be global in scope; regional differences (concerning the countries involved) and similarities should also be addressed.
Who can apply?

· From the Belgian side: the call is addressed to Belgian universities, public scientific institutions, university colleges and non-profit research institutions. To be eligible for funding, proposals need to relate to:
· Projects,  started from 2015 on, that are or have been supported by one of BELSPO's research programmes BRAIN.be (BRAIN I, BRAIN II), STEREO,  PRODEX (EO & Life science), UNESCO-MAB , including multi-lateral initiatives cofunded by BELSPO (such as JPI's and ERANETs/ COFUNDs)
· Expertise of the federal scientific institutions. The full list of the federal scientific institutions can be found in annexe I.
At least one of the Belgian partners has to be a promoter supported by BELSPO via one of the mentioned programmes or be affiliated with a federal scientific institution.
· From the Chinese side: the call is open to the legal entities based in China, including universities and research institutes. Further details can be found in the Chinese call published on the website of MOST (https://service.most.gov.cn). See Annex III for MOST National Eligibility Criteria for further details.
· From the South-African side: This call is open to working researchers residing in South Africa and affiliated with a recognised higher education or research institution such as a university, university of technology or science council. The South African applicant must be in possession of a PhD. See Annex IV for NRF National Eligibility Criteria for further details.

Each application must designate 3 Principal Investigators (PI), one from each country, who will bear the main responsibility for the project activities, including its technical and administrative coordination as well as scientific and financial reporting.
How will support be granted?

The funding of the joint research projects is based on the principle of reciprocity. Each country finances the costs for activities carried out on its own territory: personnel costs, working costs (including field missions) and, if needed, subcontracting, whereas the international travel costs are borne by the respective sending country.

The budget available for this call is:

· From BELSPO: 550 .000 Euro. The maximum budget per proposal to be granted is 175 000 Euro.

· From MOST: 5 million RMB. The maximum budget per proposal to be granted is 2 million RMB.
· From NRF: R5 mil. The total amount of funding requested from the NRF should not exceed R1.2 mil per project. Funding will be made available for a maximum of 3 years to be paid in annual instalments             (i.e. R 400 000 per project per annum). 
Participation of relevant partners from other countries is also possible but will not be funded by BELSPO, MOST or NRF. If such a partner is proposed, he or she should be indicated as "other self-funded partner" in the application form. Self-funded partners may be part of the consortium if they are able to clearly demonstrate an added value to the project and secure their own funding. They must provide a signed official letter of support from their Head of Department, Financial Director, or equivalent position, stating the commitment of the organisation to provide the necessary funding. That letter must be included as an appendix to the proposal Application Form.

Expected start of the granted research projects:  May 2021.

Duration of the research projects:  between 2,5 and 3 years.
How will proposals be reviewed and selected?

Once the call is closed, all proposals will be examined according to the call general eligibility criteria and in accordance with the national eligibility criteria of each country:

· see Annex II for BELSPO national eligibility criteria

· see Annex III for MOST national eligibility criteria

· see Annex IV for NRF national eligibility criteria
Following the eligibility check at each side (Belgian, Chinese, South-African), jointly agreed eligible proposals will be submitted by the 3 sides, in parallel, to a written peer review process. Proposals will be reviewed by BELSPO and by NRF on the basis of the submitted documents only. MOST will follow the official internal multi-stage review rules.
The review criteria (to be applied by all the funders) are:

A. Scientific quality of the proposal
· Clarity of the objectives and of the tasks

· Relevance, applicability and replicability of the methodological approach

· Scientific originality (positioning of the proposed research vis-à-vis on-going research in the field in question)

· Consideration of the gender dimension (please see Checklist).
B. Quality of the network
· Added value of the proposed international cooperation

· Expertise of the candidates

· Complementarity of the competences among proposed partners 

· Interdisciplinary nature of the network

· Distribution of tasks between the partners

· Coordination, management, synthesis and communication skills of the PI's.

C. Potential impact for science, society and decision making 
· Expected results

· Dissemination of the project results

D. Adequacy of resources
· Distribution of resources between partners

· Realism of means deployed (duration, budget, personnel)

· Gathering and/or accessibility of data necessary for the project

· The final selection will be jointly agreed by BELSPO, MOST and NRF.

· BELSPO, MOST and NRF will inform the Belgian, Chinese and South-African applicants respectively of the final selection.

How to apply?

Applications must be submitted three-fold to BELSPO (by the Belgian coordinator), to MOST (by the Chinese coordinator) and to NRF (by the South-African coordinator) via the attached research grant Application Form.
· The Application Form is submitted, at Belgian side, by e-mail (in 'Word' and in 'pdf', with signatures).

· The Application Form is submitted, at Chinese side, through the submission platform (further details can be found in the call published on the website of MOST).

· Application from the South African side must be submitted making use of the NRF online submission (https://nrfsubmission.nrf.ac.za/) system as follows:  applicants must attach the required documents (including a copy of the completed research grant form - see Annex III -, CVs of partner principal investigators and the budget of the partner principal investigators) in PDF format. Failure to submit compulsory documents will result in the disqualification of the application. Applicants are advised to consult the NRF General Application Guide 2021 available at https://www.nrf.ac.za/funding/framework-documents/funding-framework-documents for further details on how to apply under this call (and for making use of the NRF Online Submission System). See also the attached NRF National Eligibility Criteria for further details.
Deadline for submission: 27 November 2020 at 3 p.m. in Belgium and South Africa and .....at 5 p.m. in China.
Contact persons 

	Belgium (BELSPO
	China (MOST)
	South-Africa (NRF)

	Brigitte DECADT
	Lian JIACAN
	Nombuso MADONDA

	brigitte.decadt@belspo.be
	lianjc@most.cn
	nombuso.madonda@nrf.ac.za   

	secr.coord@belspo.be
	zfj@cstec.org.cn
	Mpai MOTSEI

	
	
	mpai.motsei@nrf.ac.za 


Compliant policy

BELSPO has a global procedure to handle complaints. If, at any time, in the course of the call, you have the feeling that your application is not handled properly, please fill in the complaint form that you will find on this webpage: http://www.belspo.be/belspo/organisation/complaints_en.stm. Your complaint will be treated independently and with strict confidentiality.
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Annex I

                     The Belgian Federal Scientific Institutions

	Institution 
	Website

	Royal Belgian Institute of Natural Sciences (KBIN-IRSNB)
	www.naturalsciences.be

	Royal Institute for Cultural Heritage (KIK-IRPA)
	www.kikirpa.be

	Royal Belgian Institute for Space Aeronomy (BIRA-IASB)
	www.aeronomie.be

	Royal Observatory of Belgium (KSB-ORB)
	www.astro.oma.be

	Royal Meteorological Institute of Belgium (KMI-IRM)
	www.meteo.be

	Royal Museums of Art and History (KMKG-MRAH)
	www.kmkg-mrah.be

	Royal Museums of Fine Arts of Belgium (KMSKB-MRBAB)
	www.fine-arts-museum.be

	Royal Museum for Central Africa (KMMA-MRAC)
	www.africamuseum.be

	Royal Library of Belgium (KBR)
	www.kbr.be

	National Archives and State Archives in the Provinces (ARA-AGR)
	www.arch.be

	Sciensano
	www.sciensano.be

	National Institute of Criminalistics and Criminology (NICC-INCC)
	www.nicc.fgov.be

	War Heritage Institute (WHI)
	www.warheritage.be




Annex II

Belgium- China - South-Africa Research Cooperation
Call for Proposals 2020

BELSPO Check list 'ELIGIBILITY of Proposals 'BIOCLIMHEALTH'
The Belgian Science Policy Office (BELSPO) ensures that proposals meet all the eligibility criteria listed below. Proposals that do not meet one or more eligibility criteria will not be evaluated.

The Principal Investigators of ineligible proposals will be informed by BELSPO. The eligibility of each proposal is verified on the basis of information provided by the submitters in the submission file.

List of criteria 
Each proposal is checked on the following criteria. Only proposals fulfilling ALL criteria will be evaluated.

	· The submission dossier is submitted to BELSPO the latest on 27th November 2020, at 15h[1]
	

	· The submitted dossier fits to the content of the call (in/out of scope)
	

	· The submission dossier is provided  in electronic version, in Pdf and in Word format and signed by the 3 coordinators
	

	· The network consists of participants from universities and/or public scientific institutions, and/or non-profit research centres
	

	· The proposal concerns a research project with at least 1 principal investigator from each country
	

	· At least one of the Belgian partners is a promoter supported by BELSPO via one of the mentioned programmes or be affiliated with a federal scientific institution
	

	· In case that an optional partner participates in the project, the letter mentioning its funding by a funding source different from BELSPO, MOST(China) or NRF (South-Africa)  is included in the submission dossier
	

	· The proposal complies with the rules written in the rubric 'budget' of the submission dossier
	

	· The budget requested from BELSPO does not exceed  175.000 EUR
	

	· De duration of the proposed project is between 2,5 and 3 years
	





Annex III

Belgium- China - South-Africa Research Cooperation

MOST  ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA

Project application must fulfil the following eligibility criteria:

I.Recommendation procedure and proposal preparation

1. A recommending organization as defined in the project application guidelines issues a letter of recommendation within the specified time frame.

2. A proposal can only be submitted through a single recommending organization. Either submission through multiple recommending organizations or duplicate submission is not allowed.

3. The contents of proposals (including preliminary and full proposals) must conform to the priority areas specified in the  guidelines.

4. The proposal and its attachments must be prepared in the format as required.

II. Requirements for individuals

1. The principal investigator is not over the age of 60 (see the guidelines for detailed age requirements) and possesses a senior professional title or a PhD degree.

2. Foreign scientists and scientists in the Hong Kong and Macao Special Administrative Regions and Taiwan may serve as principal investigators, if they work full- or part-time for Chinese mainland employers. In the former case, the applicant is required to submit a valid certificate issued by his or her Chinese mainland employer. In the latter case, the applicant is required to submit valid certificates issued by his or her Chinese mainland employer and full-time employer separately.

3. The principal investigator is subject to the limit on the number of applications per applicant. See the guidelines for detailed requirements.

4. Participants in the preparation of the guidelines are  ineligible for application.

5. The applicant should have a sound track record of research integrity, with no punishments in force for serious research misconducts, and are not on the “black list” in social credit.

6. Civil servants in both central and local governments (including personnel responsible for managing S&T programs) are ineligible for application.

III. Requirements for organizations

1. Legal entities registered in the Chinese Mainland, including research institutes, universities and businesses are eligible, with the exception of government departments and agencies. 

2. It has been more than one year since registration. See  the guidelines for detailed requirements.

3. The organization should have a sound track record of research integrity, with no punishments in force for serious research misconducts, and is not on the “black list” in social credit.


                                                                                                 Annex IV
Belgium- China - South-Africa Research Cooperation

NRF NATIONAL ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA
Applicants

This call is open to working researchers residing in South Africa and affiliated with a recognised higher education or research institution such as a university, university of technology, science council, museum or other research institutions as declared by the Department of Science and Innovation. The South African applicant must be in possession of a PhD.

It is “obligatory” for South African PIs based at historically advantaged institutions to include, as part of the research team, a research partner from any of the historically disadvantaged institutions. Proposals submitted by an applicant based at a historically advantaged institution without a research partner from a historically disadvantaged institution will be ineligible (and will not be submitted for review). The research partner from the historically disadvantaged institution in this case can serve as a co-applicant in the proposal.
Applicants based at historically disadvantaged institutions can act as PIs and submit proposals without the involvement of and or partnering with researchers based at historically advantaged institutions if they so wish.
· Please note that only the following eight universities will be recognized as historically disadvantaged in line with the Department of Higher Education and Training November 2015 Ministerial Statement on university funding: University of Limpopo (UL), University of Fort Hare (UFH), University of Venda (Univen), Walter Sisulu University (WSU), University of the Western Cape (UWC), University of Zululand (UniZulu), Mangosuthu University of Technology (MUT), and Sefako Makgatho Health Sciences University (SMU).
Eligible Activities

From the NRF side, funding will be made available for the following joint research activities undertaken as part of the joint research project:

· Research-related operating costs

Activities to be supported may include expenses relating to sabbaticals, materials and supplies, research, technical, or ad hoc assistants for field work (such as conducting interviews/ surveys/ laboratory experiments), research-related trips and small research equipment.

· Staff exchange programmes 

Short term mobility or travel expenses (i.e. transport, accommodation, subsistence, visa and health insurance costs) of the research teams between the partnering countries. Airfare, accommodation, ground transport and subsistence should be calculated using rates as stipulated in institutional travel policies.
· Doctoral research placements

The placements should enable the doctoral students within the project to learn valuable new skills or techniques; access facilities or resources not readily available at home; build relationships with potential new collaborators; and advance complementary collaborative research. The duration of each placement can be anything between 3-6 months with flexibility to split the placement into several shorter visits. Longer placements may be undertaken where this would add value and these should be justified within the application. Placements must enhance, not replace, the standard training and study support that the doctoral students receive. These placements must be managed to fit within the original funded period of the studentship. Additional funding will not be made available through this Call to support studentship extensions for those undertaking international placements. Applicants should include information about how these exchanges will be managed within their proposal.

· Knowledge sharing costs (research uptake and science communication)

In support of activities organised by the partners, such as joint workshops, seminars, conferences, symposia, lecture presentations, capacity building sessions, meetings, local/regional dissemination of results aimed at involving stakeholders, and/or end users from outside the consortium. Airfare, accommodation, ground transport and subsistence should be calculated using rates as stipulated in institutional travel policies.

Please note:

The following will not be funded from the South African side:

· Salaries,

· Consultant’s fees or temporary staff fees,

· Educational expenses (scholarships and/or bursaries, etc.), and

· Large equipment

Funding Limits

The total amount requested from the NRF should not exceed R1.2 mil per project. Funding will be made available for a maximum of 3-years, to be paid in annual instalments (R 400 000 per project per annum) and exclusively for research activities commencing in 2021.

Application Process

Applications must be submitted through an online application process to the NRF on the NRF Online Submission System at https://nrfsubmission.nrf.ac.za/. Applicants must attach the required documents in PDF format in the following order: copy of the completed research grant form at annex III, CV of partners and the budget of partners. Failure to submit compulsory documents will result in the disqualification of the application. Applicants are further advised to consult the NRF General Application Guide 2021 available at https://www.nrf.ac.za/funding/framework-documents/funding-framework-documents for further details on how to apply for this opportunity and for making use of the NRF Online Submission System.

Project Follow-up and Reporting

· A final project report has to be submitted in English no more than 3 months after the end of the project.

· Successful submission of the first annual report is an obligatory condition of funding in subsequent years.

· South African Principle Investigators should follow the reporting format/ structure, rules and regulations of the NRF as outlined on the NRF Online Submission System.

· All reports by South African Principle Investigators must mention project outputs as compared to the objectives and aims of the proposal.

· The joint publications by the researchers will mention the support from the NRF and partner organisations.
Ethical Clearance

It is the responsibility of the grant holder, in conjunction with the institution, to ensure that all research activities carried out in or outside South Africa comply with the laws and regulations of South Africa and/or the foreign country in which the research activities are conducted. These include all human and animal subjects, copyright and intellectual property protection, and other regulations or laws, as appropriate.  A research ethics committee must review and approve the ethical and academic rigor of all research prior to the commencement of the research and acceptance of the grant. The awarded amount will not be released for payment if a copy of the required ethical clearance certificate, as indicated in the application, is not attached to the Conditions of Grant. Please also refer to the “Statement on Ethical Research and Scholarly Publishing Practices” on the NRF website at https://www.nrf.ac.za/media-room/news/statement-ethical-research-and-scholarly-publishing-practices. 

Call Deadline

The deadline for submitting applications is: Friday, 27 November 2020. This is the deadline for Designated Authorities (DAs) to submit to the NRF. Researchers must consult their institutions for internal closing dates.
Contact Details for Queries and Further Information

	  For content related queries
	For technical queries

	Ms Nombuso Madonda

Professional Officer

Knowledge Advancement and Support (KAS) 

National Research Foundation

Tel: +27 (0) 12 481 4285


Email: nombuso.madonda@nrf.ac.za
	Ms Mpai Motsei

Professional Officer

Grants Management and Systems Administration (GMSA)

National Research Foundation 

Tel: +27 (0) 12  481 4078


Email: mpai.motsei@nrf.ac.za


� Translated from the original title (available in French and Dutch).


� World Wildlife Fund’s, World Economic Forum...


� See data from the International Vaccines Task Force, created by the World Bank and CEPI.


[1]A proof of reception is sent.
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