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Belgium-Vietnam Research Cooperation 

CALL FOR PROPOSALS: SUPPORT OF SCIENTIFIC ACTIVITIES 

 Call 15 March 2018 (projects' period: 2019 - 2021)
Research area: Climate change and disaster resilience (CLIMDIS)
Research Grant 

INFORMATION FILE
CALL DEADLINE: 24 May 2018
1. Introduction

Within the framework of the Agreement between Belgium and Vietnam on cooperation in the fields of science and technology, and following the decisions taken during the fifth Joint Mixed Commission meeting, held in Hanoi on the 22nd of September 2016, the Vietnamese Ministry of Science and Technology (hereinafter: MOST) and the Belgian Federal Science Policy Office (hereinafter: BELSPO) jointly launch the present call for proposals to support collaborative scientific activities.

Indicative start of the research projects: January 2019. Duration of the research projects: from 2 to 3 years maximum.

It is expected to fund under the present call not more than 2 proposals.

2. Area of cooperation

To be considered for funding, proposals should be in the area of 'climate change and disaster resilience' and include the participation of Vietnamese and Belgian teams.                           Interdisciplinary research networks gathering expertise from several scientific disciplines are strongly encouraged.
3. Eligibility

●
For the Belgian side:
The following Belgian institutions qualify for funding under the present call:

· Universities

· Public research institutions

· Non-profit research institutions

In order to be eligible for funding from BELSPO, proposals have to:
- build-on research expertise of  the federal scientific institutions or 
- relate to projects in the areas of the present call that are (or have been recently supported) by one of the following BELSPO's research programmesBRAIN.be: SSD,  
, STEREO III, ESA-PRODEX or bilateral programs. By using these projects as a starting point to the new ones, researchers will capitalise on the existing knowledge. This will, not only increase the visibility of the initiatives funded by BELSPO but it also offers some guarantees to Vietnamese researchers who are, by this approach, invited to cooperate with Belgian researchers whose quality was already recognised within the framework of other calls.
Please note that at least one promoter of such project (see list of projects in annex 1 of the application form) should be involved in the new proposal. The inclusion of other Belgian researchers than the ones included in the initially supported project is possible, if dully justified 
Additional information about the above-mentioned research programmes and projects is available via BELSPO's website: www.belspo.be (Fedra (Research actions. 
The list of all the federal scientific institutions and their websites is provided in annex 2 of the application form. 
Once the call is closed, proposals will be examined according to the eligibility criteria (provided in the checklist).
 ●
For the Vietnamese side:
The call is open to public and private research organizations/enterprises carrying out S&T activities, regulated by the Vietnamese law. Proposals should focus on key directions of S&T development as follows:

-
To implement cooperation projects/programs on bilateral and multilateral channels, prioritizing national budget and resources for strategic and long-term projects/programs which directly served national S&T Programs;

-
To develop advance technology, high technology and inter-branch technology in the thematic priorities such as information technology, bio-technology, new material, mechanic and automation, environment (including climate change and disaster resilience), agriculture, health and pharmaceuticals , transportation, construction, energy, marine science and technology, natural resources management, space science and technology;
-
To implement international cooperation projects on technological transfer, including research, develop, transfer, complete technologies, pilot manufacturing and mass production; assist organizations and individuals with ownerships transfer or usage rights transfer of foreign technologies.
4. Proposal requirements
Besides contributing to the scientific knowledge in the areas of the call, the proposals should try to enhance the scientific cooperation between researchers of both countries. Applicants are encouraged to think on how to move towards a sustainable cooperation that goes beyond the period of the project.

The added value of the proposed work for the partners of both countries has to be explicit in the proposal. 

Particular attention should also be given to outreach activities aiming at a wider public of scientists and of users of the project's results. Having that in mind, applicants are expected to organise at least one workshop, in the second part of the project lifetime, to include in the final report inputs from participants not directly involved in the project.

· For the Vietnamese side:

A full proposal should be drafted in English and Vietnamese and contain the following:
· detailed description of PIs and working teams;

· detailed description of the research activities that the teams intend to carry out within the project;

· detailed estimation of expenditure.
5. Funding
The funding of joint research projects is based on the principle of reciprocity. Each country finances the costs of activities carried out on its own territory (personnel costs, working costs, including field missions, organisation of a workshop and, if needed, subcontracting), whereas the international travel costs are borne by the respective sending country.
●
For the Belgian side:

The maximum total budget to be granted by this call is 250.000 EUR and the maximum budget per proposal is 125 000 Euro. Each proposal must include minimum one Belgian researcher from a Belgian institute.
Participation of other relevant partners in the network other than those indicated in point 3 is also possible but will not be funded by BELSPO. If such a partner is proposed, he or she should provide his/her own funding and be indicated as "self-funded partner" in the application form. The added value of self-funded partners to the project has to be clearly demonstrated. Please note that self-funded partners must provide a signed official letter of support from their Head of Department, Financial Director, or equivalent position, stating the commitment of the organisation to provide the required funding. That letter must be included as an appendix to the proposal submission form. It is the only appendix that is allowed.
●
For the Vietnamese side:

Each proposal will be financially supported with a total amount of approximately 3 billion VND. Financing will be granted within the limits of the available annual resources. The final applicants will be invited to submit a full estimation of expenditure for a session of financial evaluation. Final decision of the amount of funding will be made at this session. 
6. Assessment and selection of proposals
The eligible proposals will be submitted to an evaluation process. 
They will be assessed both in Belgium and in Vietnam.

●
The assessment in Belgian is based on a written peer review under the supervision of BELSPO and that in accordance with the principles of scientific excellence and added value to the running activities. The following criteria will be taken into account for selection of proposals:

· Scientific and technical quality
· Quality of the consortium
· Potential impact for science, society and decision making

· Adequacy of resources

● The Vietnamese side will proceed with a two-step evaluation process which is defined in the Circular No. 12/2014/TT-BKHCN dated 30 May 2014 which standardizes procedure for management of joint research projects with foreign partners.

For the Vietnamese side, the sub-mentioned criteria are further spelled out as following:

-
Relevance and feasibility with national funding policy;

-
Scientific and technical merit; 

-
Competence and skill of the research teams

-
Methodology and documentation;

-
Added value of the bilateral science and technology cooperation;  

-
Added value in addressing industrial challenges/social demands; 

-
Exploitation and joint dissemination of results;

-
Appropriateness of the size and structure of the project, quality and stringency of the schedule, work and budget plans and distribution of work among the partners.

The final selection will be jointly agreed by MOST and BELSPO. 

BELSPO and MOST will respectively inform the Belgian applicants and the Vietnamese applicants of the final selection for funding.
7. Submission of proposals
Proposals shall be submitted, by the Belgian and Vietnamese principal investigators, to BELSPO and MOST in due time, via the submission form.
Applications submitted at one side only or not on the prescribed format or received after due date will not be accepted. Belgian/Vietnamese PIs should, therefore, ensure that their counterpart submits the application on correct format as guidelines by due date.
● For Belgium: Applications must be submitted to BELSPO (by the Belgian coordinator).  Submission has to be done via the Belgium submission form by e-mail (in 'Word' and in 'pdf', with signatures).  Deadline for submission:  by 3 p.m. (local time) on 24th May 2018.
● For Vietnam: Applications must be submitted to MOST (by the Vietnamese coordinator). Applicants must include a letter of proposal signed and sealed by the responsible authority with application and post it to MOST. Deadline for submission:  by 5 p.m. (local time)  on 24th May 2018.
8. Contact persons 

	For Belgium

Ms Brigitte DECADT
Belgian federal science policy office (BELSPO)
E-mail brigitte.decadt@belspo.be;

secr.coord@belspo.be
	For Vietnam

Mr Tran Van Hung
Department of International Cooperation

Ministry of Science and Technology (MOST)
E-mail: tv.hung@most.gov.vn



Joint Research call 2018
Vietnam-Belgium Call - Information File-V-9March2018
Page 1 of 6

